  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 14th January 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

7th January 2008






      

S M Foster









Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 

3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
4.  Oral questions from Electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (See list attached)

6.  Mayoral communications
(See list attached)
7.  Minutes and Reports 
To adopt the minutes of:-

+ Meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on 26th November 2007 (Recommendations were dealt with at Town Council, Monday 3rd December 2007).
7.  Minutes and Reports (Contd)

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ *(a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 3rd December 2007.

+ (b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 10th December 2007.

 + (c)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 7th January 2008.  

+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

8.  Reports from Representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
9.  Clerk’s Report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

10.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
*11. Groundstaff Recruitment
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)

12.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (1) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.1.08

8/08


	07/02082/FULL

Brookdale Healthcare

Mr M McInerney

8 Bedford Road

Sandy

Beds SG19 1EL
	Full application for the erection of an extension to the north elevation of the building to provide ground floor porch and staff wc within basement at 8 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 6 & 10 Bedford Road, Flats 1-4, 9 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

14.01.08
	

	8.1.08

9/08


	07/02139/FULL

Mr D Sutton

33 Bedford Road

SANDY

SG19 1EP
	Full application for the change of use from office to residential dwelling.  Single storey rear extension at 44 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 38, 40, 46 High Street, Sandy
	
	Town Council

14.01.08
	

	8.1.08

10/08


	07/02140/LB

Mr D Sutton

33 Bedford Road

SANDY

SG19 1EP
	Listed Building application for Conservation Area Consent for the change of use from office to residential dwelling.  Single storey rear extension at 44 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 38, 40, 46 High Street, Sandy
	
	Town Council

14.01.08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 14.01.08

6.  Mayoral Communications
04.12.07       Attended a Town and Parish Councils ‘Roundtable Discussion’ 

with Bedfordshire County Council at County Hall.  County Cllr J Scott was also present.
05.12.07       ‘Appeared’ on Biggles FM Radio, broadcast from Potton.
The interview included questions on my role as Town Mayor.
07.12.07
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Luton’s Charity Festive Christmas Carvery at The Old Moat House, Luton.
11.12.07
Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Performance of ‘A Christmas Carol’ in the Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon.
14.12.07
Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of St Ives’ Charity Carol Concert with the RAF Wyton Band in The Free Church, St Ives.
15.12.07
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Biggleswade Chronicle’s Appeal’s packing of hampers morning at the invitation of District Cllr K Lynch.

With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Leighton Buzzard’s Charity Christmas Carol Concert at All Saint’s Church, Leighton Buzzard.
16.12.07 With the Mayoress, attended Bedford Borough’s Carol Service

                    in St Paul’s Church, Bedford.

17.12.07 Hosted an informal gathering, to air the way forward, for 

                    Councillors and Staff at the Town Council Chamber.

                    Mayoress and Mrs Gale, attended the Ivel Stroke Club’s

                    Christmas meeting at Quince Court, Engayne Avenue.

19.12.07 With pupils from Robert Peel Lower School, opened the

                     new Somerfield Store and refurbished Texaco Petrol Station

                     on the A1.

6.  Mayoral Communications (Contd)
20.12.07 With the Mayoress, attended St Swithun’s Lower School’s

                     Christmas Carol Service in St Swithun’s Church.  Cllr Gale 

                     was also present.

                     Supported by the Mayoress, attended St Swithun’s Lower

                     School’s Presentation of Awards event at the school and 

                     presented the awards to the pupils.  Cllr Gale was also 

                     present.


DEPUTY MAYOR


07.12.07        Attended the Chairman of Huntingdonshire District Council's
                     Reception at Hinchingbrooke House, Huntingdon.

11.12.07 Attended Bedfordshire and Luton Fire and Rescue Service
                     celebration of Christmas at Woburn Parish Church.

14.12.07 Attended the Chairman of Mid-Beds District Council's charity
                     Christmas concert at Priory House, Chicksands.
  

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING – 14.01.08
10.  Town Clerk’s Report

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 31.12.07 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for November and December 2007. 

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
2. Quarterly Accounts 01.04.07 to 31.12.07

To receive the quarterly accounts (Income and Expenditure lists) for quarter ended 31st December 2007.

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
3. Tourist Information Centre Computer

In November 2007 the computer in the Tourist Information Centre developed a problem and was pronounced irreparable. A replacement was costed at £569.00 including the installation of all programmes and the transfer of data from the old machine’s hard disc to the new one.  

 
Because of the urgency of the matter the Clerk, together with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor sanctioned a replacement under the delegated authority given them in the Financial Regulations Para 15 (up to £1,000). There are sufficient balances in the contingency funds for this expenditure.

(Council is requested to ratify this action and the amount of £569.00 spent from the contingency funds)
 
4. Fire and Rescue Service Consultation
The Bedfordshire and Luton Fire Authority has produced its Annual Corporate Plan Summary, detailing its strategic vision, aims and objectives and how they plan to deliver them to the Community.  The consultation document outlines proposals for the Service on its proposed projects for Emergency Response (Integrated Risk Management Planning) for 2008/2009 and Corporate Governance for 2008/2011.

The consultation ends on 23rd February 2008 after which the Plan will be finalised.

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Contd)

(Members are asked to consider whether or not they would like to respond to the consultation and if so what responses are to be made – copies of the consultation documents and the questionnaire are attached).
5.  Consultation Day 19th January 2008 
As reported previously there is to be an Engayne Avenue Review Consultation Day to take place on Saturday 19th January 2008 between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm in Sandy Village Hall.  This is a multi-agency exercise with partners from Aragon Housing, Bedfordshire Police, Mid Beds District Council and the Town Council.
One of the issues of the day is to consider the needs of the young people who live and socialise in the Engayne area in a way that is in the best interest of the whole community.  It is the start of ongoing consultation with the residents of the Engayne area.  It is likely that numerous areas for improvement will be proposed concerning street lighting, car parking, garage blocks, alleyways and open grass areas.
The objective of the Consultation Day is to demonstrate the commitment of relevant agencies to listening to residents, finding out what they would like achieved and then working in partnership to fulfil expectations.

The Town Council will have a station in the Village Hall and will be promoting the proposed Youth Council.  It will also be very interested in gathering information on the facilities on its recreation areas and ideas for possible improvements.

(Members are requested to volunteer to attend the consultation for part of the time to man the Town Council’s station)
6. Stakeholder Consultations into Proposals for future Unitary Structures in Bedfordshire
The Department for Communities and Local Government has announced further consultation on the proposals for Unitary Authorities in Bedfordshire (Copy attached).  There are three proposals being considered at present leading to two alternative options for Unitary structures.  These are: Bedford Unitary and Central Bedfordshire Unitary based on the proposals submitted by Bedford Borough Council and Mid and South Beds District Councils; a County unitary based on the proposal submitted by Bedfordshire County Council.

The individual proposals can be viewed on the respective websites of each local authority.

10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Contd)

The Department is seeking views on:
(i) The extent to which the Central Bedfordshire proposal and the

Bedford Borough proposal, if implemented together, are likely to

meet the outcomes specified by the criteria in the Department’s Invitation. In particular they would welcome partners’ and stakeholders’ views on the extent the proposals would, in their opinion, if implemented, deliver strong effective and accountable leadership, deliver genuine opportunities for

neighbourhood flexibility and empowerment and value for money

and equity on public services.
ii) Which of the two alternative options for unitary structures for

Bedfordshire would better achieve the long-term outcomes

specified by the criteria, namely effective strategic leadership,

neighbourhood empowerment and value for money and equity on

public services to the greater extent.
The Town Council has recently re-affirmed its support for the proposal put forward by Bedfordshire County Council (Finance and General Purposes Committee 10.12.07 (F63/07)).  
(Members are requested to confirm that they would like the Clerk to respond to the Consultation in line with its previous position and whether or not they would like to add any comments regarding the issues identified above).

7. NALC Conference 20th – 22nd May 2008
The 2008 NALC Conference is to take place in Eastbourne from Tuesday 20th to Thursday 22nd May 2008.  This is a departure from the norm – usually the conference takes place over a weekend in September.  In future NALC intends to hold its conferences in May.
Sessions already advertised include; the power of wellbeing, Local Area Agreements, working with unitary authorities and Town management partnerships.

(Members are requested to appoint a representative to attend the Conference)

8. Informal Meeting – Monday 4th February 2008 at 7.00 pm

It has been suggested that an informal meeting of members take place on this date (one of the “extra” dates reserved in the calendar of meetings) in order to discuss issues that have arisen over the past few weeks.  Members will be aware that some actions, with regard to a decision made by Council, have been called into question.
10.  Town Clerk’s Report (Contd)

The Mayor, Cllrs Aldis, Blaine and Scott, together with the Clerk met to talk about the matter and it was agreed that all members should be given the opportunity to discuss the issues of principal.

New Members may not be aware that Standing Orders contain instructions on contacting the press and it may be that these need to be examined and possibly updated.  There may also be other issues that Members think need to be addressed.

The Bedfordshire Advisor to Town and Parish Councils, Louise Ashmore is happy to attend the meeting if members so wish.  The Monitoring Officer from Mid Beds District Council, Barbara Morris is unable to attend.
Should it be decided that further action is needed a report could then be presented to Council at its next scheduled meeting.
Members will recall that a showing of the Standards Board DVD on the Code of Conduct was not able to take place when previously scheduled.  This could also be shown on this evening.

(Members are requested to confirm that they wish this meeting to take place.)
4

