SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open
Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 16th July 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

11th June 2007








         S M Foster










   Town Clerk 
AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2.  To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members 

(a)  Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council










(7.35pm)
(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
4.  Minutes








(7.45pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 4th June 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 18th June 2007.  (Previously circulated)
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council





(7.47pm)
07/00206/FULL
L & R Developments

c/o DDL

28 St Andrews Way

Ely

CB6 3DZ
Full Application for the erection of 5 terraced houses with associated parking and access on land to the rear of 152 St Neots Road, Sandy.

STC (Town Council 12.3.07) Objected

MBDC 30.3.07 Refused

Appeal lodged against Refusal by the District Council.

Appeal will be heard by Public Inquiry on a date to be fixed. 

As Sandy Town Council did object to this application their written comments have already been sent.

(a)  Committee is requested to ratify and approve the action already taken by the Clerk and

(b)  Committee is requested to consider if it wishes to be represented at the Public Inquiry and if so by whom.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions


(7.50pm)
There are none.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy


(7.50pm)
8.  Playing Field Maintenance Equipment




(8pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  
9.  Fence in Children’s Play Area, Bedford Road



(8.10pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
10. Sandy Enhancement Group 






(8.20pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)
11. Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan



(8.30pm)

To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  
12. Public Open Space at Berwick Way Estate



(8.35pm)

To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.

13. Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group 
(8.45pm) 
(a) To receive and consider Notes of Working Group Meeting held on Thursday 31st May 2007.  (Copy attached)
(b)* To receive and consider Notes of Working Group Meeting held on Friday 6th July 2007. (Copy attached – Exempt Information, Members only)

14.* Sunderland Road Play Area 

 



(8.55pm)
To receive and consider Town Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached – exempt information, Members only)
15.  Press Release








(9pm)
*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (8, 9 & 12) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	6.7.07

69/07


	07/01060/FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

SANDY

Beds

SG19 1JE


	Full application for the extension to the existing car park at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground, Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.
	
	P P & O S 

16.7.07
	

	9.7.07

70/07


	07/00567/FULL

Mr C Miah

c/o Hutchinsons

16 High Street

Kimbolton

Cambs

PE28 0HA
	Full application for amendments to the external alterations to elevations including extraction flue to south elevation being to increase height of flue to align with ridge of the building plan No 06/237/03 at The New Inn, 144 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 138 and 140 London Road, 194,192, 190, 188, 186 St Neots Road, Sandy notified

	
	P P & O S 

16.7.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE –4.6.07
8.  Playing Field Maintenance Equipment
The Playing Field Maintenance Group has met a number of times to discuss and witness demonstrations of machinery which might improve the maintenance regime at all the Town Council’s playing fields and in particular at Sunderland Road.
As has been explained in the past the present tractor and slitter combination used to aerate the ground does not work well in slippery conditions and so is not able to be used throughout the winter.  After demonstrations were held it was evident that a four wheel drive tractor would be able to cope with the conditions and also with the weight of the present slitter, avoiding the need to purchase new aeration equipment.

The group also considered the mowing of the fields, which for Sunderland Road takes most of the day with the present machine (Ransomes 213).  It was felt that if a new tractor was to be purchased it should be utilised to greater extent than the present machine. It was also hoped to take some of the heaviest workload from the 213.  To this end the group considered several machines and saw demonstrations of a rotary finishing mower towed by a tractor.  This machine had a cutting width of 3.6m (as opposed to the 2.13m of the 213), reducing the time taken to cut the fields.  It also had other advantages in that it was simpler and less expensive to maintain than the 213 cylinder mower.  It was ascertained that the cut obtained was entirely suitable for not just football pitches, but also for the cricket outfield.
The Working Group recommends the purchase of the following machinery for the Maintenance of the Town Council’s playing fields:

John Deere 3520 4 wheel Drive Tractor 37HP

£14125.00
Rotamec 3.6m Triple Deck Finishing Mower with
£11150.00
Hydraulic Folding

The Council has also been offered £3300 in part exchange for the Massey Ferguson Tractor and field mower.
Supporting or Supplementary

-  None
Information Attached





Action Required




-  Committee is requested to instruct as 

whether it would like to purchase new machinery and if so the source of funding for this.

S M Foster
Town Clerk

11th July 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 16.7.07
9.  Fence in Children’s Play Area, Bedford Road
For a number of years the Town Council has received complaints from the occupants of 1 Cedar Gardens about damage caused to their fence, adjoining the children’s play area in Bedford Road.  It appears that young people playing football on the hard surface area use the swings opposite the play wall as a set of goalposts (tying back the swings).  This causes damage when the ball hits the fence and also when someone climbs over it to retrieve a lost ball.
The residents argue that they are in a unique position with regard to the hard surface area and that the Town Council should take steps, either to prevent damage to the fence, or to repair it should it be damaged.  However, other residents of Cedar Gardens and the Avenue might also argue that they suffer from footballs being kicked over their fences and then retrieved as well.

Should Committee decide that it can help two solutions are presented.  The first is to erect a metal palisade fence in front of the wooden fence to protect it an prevent people climbing into the garden.  This option would cost around £2,000 to extend from the front palisade fence to around half way up the play area.  The second solution would be for the Town Council’s DSO staff to repair the wooden fence when it is damaged in the future.
Supporting or Supplementary


None.
Information Attached




Action Required





- Committee is requested to
instruct as to any action it wishes 
to take.
S M Foster
Town Clerk
11th July 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 16.7.07
10. Sandy Enhancement Group 

At its meeting on Wednesday 4th July 2007 the Sandy Enhancement Group made two recommendations to be presented to Committee.

The first concerns a request by the residents of Stratford Road who wish to instigate a programme of bulb planting along the verges of the road.  In the first instance they would like to plant 2,000 daffodil bulbs and the Enhancement Group agreed to purchase 1,000 of these at a cost of £80.00.
The group also:

Resolved to Recommend: That Sandy Town Council match Sandy Enhancement Group’s contribution towards this project.

There was also discussion about the plants supplied for the floral displays which the group found disappointing. They:

Resolved to Recommend: That Sandy Town Council be urged to resolve matters with the contractors and that if this was not possible to consider alternative arrangements for 2008.
NB The Clerk is in correspondence with the contractors at present. 
Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached



   

Action required

- Committee is requested to instruct 







as to the actions it would like to take
S M Foster

Town Clerk
11th July 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 16.7.07
11. Emergency Plan incorporating Flood Plan

Members will recall that they requested local organisations be contacted to find out what facilities they would be able to offer in the case of an emergency.  This information has now been incorporated in the draft plan supplied by Bedfordshire County Council together with other information concerning services and some possible emergency scenarios and proposals for mitigation.

This now needs to be taken on to the next stage of involving the community, appointing an Emergency Co-ordinator etc.
Supporting or supplementary

- Draft Emergency Plan
information attached



   

Action required

- Committee is requested to instruct 







as to the next stage of the production








of the Emergency Plan

S M Foster

Town Clerk

11th July 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 16.7.07
12. Public Open Space at Berwick Way Estate
Long standing Members may recall that after the Berwick Way Estate was built the developers provided a large sum of money to the Town Council in order to provide play equipment on the Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.  In return the Town Council agreed to adopt the open spaces on the estate and maintain them.

The developers did not pursue the matter of the adoption at this time and in fact Anglian Water and Bedfordshire County Council did not adopt the sewers or the highways. All the maintenance on the estate, grass cutting, street lighting etc was carried out by the developers. Recently however, correspondence has been received indicating that the estate is to be adopted and asking that Sandy Town Council now takes over the open spaces as agreed.

At issue however, is a small piece of land adjoining plot number BD195152.  This is fenced off from the adjoining Aragon Housing estate and has been the source of problems with young people climbing the fence and indulging in Anti-Social behaviour.  The owners of the adjoining property have asked that they be allowed to purchase this grass area and the developers are in turn asking the Town Council for their permission to transfer this plot.

Obviously the transfer of this land to the Town Council will have financial implications with regard to the grasscutting but that is an issue for a further meeting of Council when the exact amount of open space to be transferred is known.

Supporting or supplementary

- Plan showing open spaces
information attached



   

Action required

- Committee is requested to instruct 







as to whether it agrees to the transfer of 








the open space adjoining plot BD195152 








to the owners of the adjoining property.

S M Foster

Town Clerk

11th July 2007
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