SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 17th January 2005, in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

12th January 2005








T N Stewart











Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES

2. TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORT FROM INSPECTOR J MARIES OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE

3.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS

(a) Prejudicial Interests

(b) Personal Interests

4.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

5.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL

(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15PM ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ (a) Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 6th December 2004.

+*  (b)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th December 2004.

(c)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 10th January 2005 (If available).

+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt Information – Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

8.  MATTERS ARISING

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES

(a) To receive a report from the Chairman of the Communications Working Group on revised arrangements for the Annual Report and the Quarterly Newsletter.  (COPY ATTACHED)

(b) To receive any verbal reports from Council Representatives on outside bodies.

10.  CLERK’S REPORT
To receive Clerk's Report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

11.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS 

On matters raised during this meeting.


*12.  DEPUTY CLERK TO THE COUNCIL

To receive and consider Chairman of Staffing Committee's report.  (COPY ATTACHED)

13.  PRESS RELEASE

*IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM, SECTION (1) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11.1.05

1/05


	04/02289/OUT

B P South & C A Wells

82 Ravensden Road

Renhold

MK41 0JY
	Outline application for the erection of 2 dwellings prior to sale of 62 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 60 High Street, Sandy notified
	
	Town Council

17.01.05
	

	12.1.05

2/05 


	04/02310/FUL

Classic Windows & Conservatories

Unit 10 Levellers lane

EYNESBURY

St Neots

Cambs

PE19 2JL  
	Full application for the construction of a conservatory display site at London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 76 London Road, Sandy notified
	
	Town Council

17.01.05
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 17.01.05

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

10.12.04 With the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of MBDC’s Charity Christmas Concert at Stratton Upper School.  District Councillors Gurney and McMurdo were also present with their wives.

11.12.04 Attended with the Mayoress, the Town Mayor of Leighton-Linslade’s Christmas

Carol Concert in All Saints Church, Leighton Buzzard.

12.12.04 Supported by the Mayoress, attended Bedford Borough Council’s Carol Service

At St Paul’s Church, Bedford.

13.12.04 Sent a letter of congratulations from the Town Council to Sandra Ingham of 

Kestrel Way who took part in the World Ladies Badminton Championships in

Kuala Lumpa and won a bronze medal.

15.12.04 Attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Civic Carol Service in St Mary’s Church,

Huntingdon.

17.12.04 With the Mayoress, attended the Town Mayor of St Ives’ Charity Concert by the 



RAF Wyton Voluntary Band.

18.12.04 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the packing of the parcels associated with the Biggleswade Chronicle’s Parcel Appeal.  Cllr McMurdo and the Mayor of

Biggleswade with their wives were also present.

19.12.04 With the Mayoress, attended the Age Concern Bedfordshire’s Carol Service at

St Andrew’s Church, Biggleswade.

27.12.04 Attended, with the Mayoress, the High Sheriff’s ’Open House’ in aid of the 

Road Victim’s Trust.

3.1.05 With the Mayoress, attended a Coffee Morning organized by the Mayor and 



Mayoress of Arlesey in aid of the victims of the Indian Ocean Tsunami which 



raised £2,107.00

7.1.05 Town Council’s Christmas Celebration Dinner held at the Coffee Cabin, 



Seddington.

10.1.05 Sent congratulations on behalf of the Town Council, to Tom Royle of

Brindley Close on his award of an MBE in the New Year’s Honours List.

11.1.05 Attended Lloyds Chemist and Budgens to support their collections of cash and

goods for the Tsunami Appeal.
13.1.05 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of St Neot’s Civic Charity Pantomime

Evening ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 17.01.05

8.  MATTERS ARISING

(a) Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Depot (77/04)

A letter was sent to the Chairman of the Upper School Governors requesting that a full Governing Body considered the project so that the Town Council might receive firm information regarding the likely level of financial contribution from the school.  No reply has yet been received.

(b) Oral Questions from Electors - re Budgens Supermarket Entrance (83/04)

A letter was sent to Budgens Supermarket Manager on 10th December 2004, asking that safety measures at the entrance to the car park be reviewed and giving Members' suggestions for possible improvements.  A reply was received on 23rd December 2004 from the Management Surveyor who has asked the Maintenance Section of Budgens to investigate.


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 17.01.05

10.  CLERK’S REPORT

(1)  Accounts 01.04.04 to 30.11.04 and from 1.4.04 to 31.12.04

(a)  To receive and approve Lists of Receipts and Payments for November and December 2004.  (COPIES WILL BE ON DISPLAY PRIOR TO THE MEETING)

(b) To receive and approve Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure lists) for the quarter ended 31.12.04. (COPIES TO BE DISPLAYED)

(2) Sandy Civic Service - Sunday 13th March 2005

The Mayor wishes to give advance notice that his Civic Service this year will be held at St Swithun's Parish Church on Sunday 13th March 2005 at 3.00pm. The theme of the service still has to be agreed. Invitations will be sent out shortly.

(FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

(3) Freedom of Information Act - January 2005

The Clerk had contacted Mr Ian Mark, the Senior Legal Executive of the National Association of Local Councils for clarification of some of the issues raised by the new Freedom of Information Act. Mr Mark's reply was received on December 17th 2004 and his comments are as follows:

(a) The Local Government (Access to Information) Act has not been repealed by the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Although this applies only to principal councils it can be adopted by local councils as a matter of good practice.  The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 applies to local councils.

(b) He confirms that Council is still able to go into closed session with the press and public excluded.  However, should someone request sight of the minutes etc. of those discussions the Council will have to apply one of the exemptions available under the Freedom of Information Act if it wished to decline to release the same.  In effect there will be a two-pronged test.

(c) The list of recommended timings for the retention of Council records is being revised to take account of any changes necessitated by the implementation of the 2000 Act. This will be circulated early in the New Year.

(d) The current publication scheme adopted by Sandy Town Council and approved by the Information Commissioner will need to be re-visited by February 2007.  It is not yet known how this should be done.
(FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
10. CLERK’S REPORT   (CONT)
(4) Meetings with Alistair Burt MP January 2005


Members are aware through the Periodic Bulletin of the meetings organised for Parish and Town Council representatives by Alistair Burt MP.  These are to be held on Friday 21st
January, 7.30 to 9.30 pm at Sharnbrook Village Hall and on Saturday 29th January, 10 am to 12
noon at Northill Village Hall. Members who would like to attend either meeting should inform the Clerk as soon as possible if they have not yet done so.

(5) Days out in Bedfordshire Heartlands - Tourism Association

A letter has been received from the Chairman of Bedfordshire Heartlands Tourism Association enclosing a copy of its current brochure.  The Association is voluntary, its aim is to increase the number of visitors to the County.  The "Days Out" brochure has played a significant part in this and has also proved beneficial to local residents entertaining family members.

In order to boost their print run they are asking all Parish Councils in Bedfordshire for a grant of £20 towards production costs. Should Council be minded to make this grant it may be funded from the contingency account and should be treated as a Section 137 Grant, "being in the interests of a number of the local community."

(The instructions of Council are requested).

(6) Application for Licence to use Premises as a Sex Establishment

Mid Beds District Council has asked for observations on a new application for a licence to use premises at 43 Tempsford Road, Sandy (Esso garage) named Adult Pit Stop as a Sex Shop.  Its proposed opening hours would be 11.00 am to 8.00 pm Monday to Saturday, it would be closed on Sunday. The application says that the interior of the premises will not be visible to passers-by.

Council is requested to give any observations as soon as possible - no response will be taken as no objection.

(7) Charter with Principal Authorities 

Following the exploratory meeting with M.B.D.C. last July to discuss Charter, a meeting with all the principal authorities i.e. County, Borough, Mid and South Beds D.C. together with the Association and the representative Town and Parish Councils has been arranged for Friday 25th February 2005 at 2.00pm at the offices of Mid Beds District Council in Ampthill.  

The Town Council has been invited to send one officer and one Councillor to the meeting. The Deputy Clerk and Cllr Gurney attended the July meeting and the Deputy Clerk has indicated her willingness to attend the February meeting.

Council is requested to appoint a representative to accompany the Deputy Clerk to the Meeting.

10. CLERK’S REPORT   (CONTD)

(8) WAGN Rail service to Sandy

A Member has requested that Council considers the following resolutions for possible communication to the directors of the WAGN railway company:

This Council

(a) notes with concern the recent increases in WAGN fares to and from Sandy, 
(b) believes that where those increases exceed the annual rate of inflation they have not been justified by corresponding improvements in service or rolling stock,

(c) requests the company to consider causing those of its trains which currently run non-stop between Biggleswade and St Neots and vice versa to call additionally at Sandy for the greater convenience of Sandy residents, commuters and visitors.

(The instructions of Council are requested). 


