SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 21st May 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

14th May 2007







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)Personal interests.


3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    (7.32pm)











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(See list attached)


4.  Minutes









      (7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 12th March 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 2nd April 2007. (Previously circulated)


5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works

 (7.45pm)

See list attached.

(Copy attached)
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6. Internet purchases



(7.55pm)


To receive Deputy Clerk’s report.


(Copy attached)

7. Sandy Town Council, Five Year Plan – Additional Sports Facilities
(8.00pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)


8. Bedfordshire and Luton Minerals
 Development Plans

(8.01pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)

9.  Date of 2008 Annual Parish Meeting   (8.15pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
10. Unitary Status Consultation



(8.20pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
11. Community Safety Fora

(8.30pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
12. Mid Beds Community Safety Conference 2007

(8.40pm)
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
13. Press release




 

(8.45pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11.5.07

39/07


	07/00359/FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

SANDY

SG19 1JE
	Full application to replace existing flower bed and grass area with sustainable garden consisting of buffered track, bed of sleepers, rails and wheels at Sandy Railway Station, Station Road, Sandy,Beds.
Near neighbours The Bell Public House and 2 Station Road, Sandy, Beds notified


	
	F & G P

21.5.07


	

	14.5.07

40/07


	07/00568/OUT

Mrs G Curtis

34 St Neots Road

SANDY

SG19 1LG
	Outline application for the erection of one dwelling and garage plus garage to serve existing dwelling (including siting and access) at land at 34 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 20 & 36 St Neots Road and 1 & 2 Windsor Way, Sandy notified


	
	F & G P

21.5.07
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5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works







2007/2008



(1) Capital Expenditure

(a) Portable Projector Screen for Chamber

Received April 2007.

(b) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered: 4th April 2007.

(c) Leaf Vacuum
Not yet ordered.


(d) Rotavator
Not yet ordered, the D.S.O. Foreman is investigating.

(e) Microwave for Stratford Road Depot

Received April 2007.

(f) Fridge for Stratford Road Depot

Received April 2007

(g) Completion of footpath from Berwick Way to Sunderland Road

Ordered 15th May 2007.
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5 .  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works (Cont)
 
(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Roller door for vehicle store, Stratford Road
Work complete May 2007.

(b) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

Not yet ordered

(c) Cupboard for Archive Materials


Not yet ordered.

(d) Computer and printer for Clerk

Not yet ordered.

(e) Provision of low level cisterns in Town Centre toilets
Ordered 4th April 2007.

(3) Interest on Capital Expenditure

(a) Path to Skatepark re-surfacing


Ordered 15th May 2007.

(b) Sisis Motorised Scarifier for Cricket Club

Received April 2007.
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5 .  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works (Cont)
 

(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Pollarding Lime Trees

Not now required.
(b) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

Payment not yet requested.

(c) Tourist Information Centre Publicity

Brochure at final proof stages.

(d) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

Not yet ordered.

(e) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested

(f) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds
Not yet requested.

(g) Work on Cemetery Gullies

Ordered 4th April 2007.

(h) Additional markings In Town Car Park

Not yet ordered.
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6. Internet Purchases

The Town Council has received a briefing from NALC as to the use of the internet for some purchases and the subsequent claiming of VAT on the purchase.  The problem has arisen that the purchase of some items, such as the update of virus protection software, is most easily dealt with through the internet, but that the payment for these items is invariably requested by credit card.  This means that in some cases the address quoted on the invoice is that of the individual paying rather than that of the Town Council, possibly invalidating a VAT claim. Now, HM Revenue and Customs have indicated that they will accept alternative evidence of the transaction, in the form of an invoice addressed to the individual together with a minute authorising the purchase by way of credit card.

There are two recent transactions which need such authorisation:

Renewal of TIC Virus protection         £30.00 in the name of Mrs Crossman
Back protection cushions for office
£58.30 in the name of Mrs Foster

Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to recommend authorisation of these purchases via credit cards in the name of Mrs Crossman and Mrs Foster.
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

9th May 2007
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7. Sandy Town Council, Five Year Plan – Additional Sports Facilities 
Progress on the proposed swimming scheme at Sandy Place School has been slow, with meetings with relevant parties being difficult to organise.  It would seem unlikely that a scheme can now be organised for summer 2007.

 However, the newly appointed working group will now be able to continue from the foundations which have been laid and bring a concrete proposal back to Committee in due course.
Supporting or supplementary

- None.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is asked to note the report.

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

14th May 2007
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8. Bedfordshire and Luton Minerals
 Development Plans



Bedfordshire County Council is in consultation with various bodies with regard to its Minerals Development Plan.  As part of this consultation it has identified areas of land, not at present designated for mineral extraction, which are potential sites for future mineral extraction.

Two of the sites are within the Parish Boundaries of Sandy – MD 27, land to the south of Beeston and MD 45, land west of New Road.  Members will see from the attached documentation that a number of issues have already been identified with regard to each of the sites, touching on subjects such as drainage, archaeology and transport. 

There are three questions which Members are asked to consider:
Do you support this potential site for mineral extraction?

Do you object to this potential site for mineral extraction?

What other issues, if any, should be considered for this site?

Supporting or supplementary

- Map and list of issues for each site.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is asked to respond to the






Consultation document by 31st May 2007.

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

14th May 2007
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9.  Date of 2008 Annual Parish Meeting
It has been identified that the date of the Annual Parish Meeting listed on the Approved Calendar of Meetings does not conform to the Town Council Standing Order number 4.  It has been scheduled for 21st April 2008 which is the third Monday in April.  Standing Orders state that the Annual Parish Meeting should be held on the fourth Monday in April.
It would be a relatively simple matter to re-schedule the Annual Parish Meeting to the fourth Monday, the 28th April.  It would mean that the Finance and General Purposes Committee would then meet on 21st April instead of the 28th.  Should Members decide that they do not wish to change the agreed schedule of meetings they would need to suspend Standing Order number 4 so that the meeting may take place on 21st April 2008.
Supporting or supplementary

- None.
information attached


   

Action required



- To confirm the date of the Annual Parish 

Meeting for 2008.

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

14th May 2007

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 21.05.2007
10. Unitary Status Consultation
At its Special Meeting on Monday 22nd January 2007 Sandy Town Council resolved to support the bid for Unitary Status put forward by Bedfordshire County Council.  The resolution stated that the Council believed that the County Council’s bid offered the best opportunities for the people of Sandy.

Since then the County’s proposal for a single unitary authority has been accepted by Communities and Local Government, as has the proposal put forward by Bedford Borough Council. A stakeholder consultation is being conducted by the Government which is asking for views on what extent the proposals meet the following criteria:

a) The changes to the future unitary local government structures must be:

· affordable, i.e. that the change itself both represents value for money and can be met from council’s existing resource envelope

· supported by a broad cross section of partners and stakeholders

b) The future unitary local government structures must:
· provide strong, effective and accountable strategic leadership

· deliver genuine opportunities for neighbourhood flexibility and empowerment

· deliver value for money and equity on public services

Whilst it is not a public consultation, the Government has indicated that it would welcome responses form anyone who wishes to comment on the proposals being considered.
The deadline for responses to be received is Friday 22nd June 2007.

Supporting or supplementary

- Template for responses.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to instruct as to  

whether it wishes to contribute to the consultation process and, if so how the preferred option meets the government criteria.

S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

14th May 2007
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11. Community Safety Fora
Mid Beds Community Safety Partnership is proposing to establish a “Community Safety Forum” in each of the nine Safer Neighbourhood Team Areas designated by Bedfordshire Police across Mid Beds.

The main aim of this proposal is to improve the effectiveness of the partnership’s approach to community safety by bringing together local officers from the full range of Community Partnership agencies (Mid Beds District Council, Beds Police, Beds Police Authority, Beds Fire and Rescue Service and Beds Probation Service) in one public forum, focussing on locally identified priorities in addition to the Partnership’s District wide priorities.
Each Forum would:

· Publicly share information on recorded crime and anti-social behaviour

· Receive local concerns from members of the public and community representatives

· Provide feedback on the partnership’s response to local concerns

· Create a meeting place for Partnership Officers with responsibility for that particular geographic area

· Provide advice on local initiatives and projects targeted at tackling local issues

· Provide an opportunity for the presentation of District and Countywide community safety initiatives

· Ensure that local concerns continually inform the strategic approach of the Partnership

· Focus on priority local issues in addition to those which have a District wide impact

· Create a consultative forum for Partnership agencies.


The Fora would meet every three months, alternating venues in larger Safer Neighbourhood Team areas (Woburn, Cranfield and Potton & Rural East/West).Initially there will be pilot schemes running in one or two Safer Neighbourhood Team areas commencing in the Summer of 2007.
Supporting or supplementary

- Map of Safer Neighbourhood Team areas.
information attached


   

Action required
-


Committee is invited to comment on the   







proposal to establish Community Safety Fora
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12. Mid Beds Community Safety Conference 2007
The 2007 Mid Beds Community Safety Conference will take place on Wednesday 27th June  at Mid Beds District Council Offices, Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands between 7.00 and 9.00 pm (buffet from 6.00 pm).

This year’s event will focus on the need to improve the network of community safety partners who are active in each local area and to ensure that the public are fully involved in the work of the Mid Beds Community Safety Partnership.

It will also talk about the local rollout of Neighbourhood Policing and receive advice on the proposal to establish Community Safety Fora in the local area.

In addition to presentations and information stalls, the conference will also provide an opportunity to meet with others from groups and organisations also involved and interested in community safety work.

Council is invited to send two delegates to the Conference.

Supporting or supplementary

- None.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to nominate delegates

to attend the Mid Beds Community Safety Conference on 27th June 2007
S M Foster 

Deputy Clerk to the Council

14th May 2007

8

