SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 26th June 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.












T N Stewart

21st June 2006








Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.

3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(7.30pm)


(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See list attached)

4.  Minutes









(7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 15th May 2006 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 19th June 2006.  (Previously circulated)

5. Position of outstanding authorised/contracted works   (7.43pm)

(See list attached)

6. Flag Flying – Council Offices






(7.50pm)
To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  
  
(Copy attached)

7. Mission Statement, Corporate Objectives and Five Year Plan

(8.00pm)
To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)
8. Banking Arrangements of Sandy Town Council



(8.10pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)

9. Financial Regulations of the Council





(8.20pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)

10.  Sunderland Road Recreation Ground





(8.30pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)

*11. Risk Assessments







(8.40pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  

(Copy attached)

12. Press release








(8.50pm)

*Exempt information- Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 14 of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be asked to retire from the meeting during consideration of this item. 
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20.6.06

52/06


	06/00917/OUT

Mr E Howitt

58-62 High Street

SANDY

SG19 1AJ
	Outline application for the residential development of 24 dwellings (all matters reserved except siting) at 58-62 High Street, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 54, 64 High Street, 4, 5, 6, 7 Brandreth Place, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

26.6.06
	

	20.6.06

53/06


	06/00963/FULL

Mr Mrs Pallister

149a St Neots Road

SANDY

Beds
	Full application for the erection of a first floor side extension with single storey rear extension at 149a St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 149 & 151 St Neots Road notified
	
	F & G P

26.6.06
	

	20.6.06

54/06


	06/00984/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Stainton

New Farm Cottage

Tetworth

SG19 2JA
	Full application for the erection of 2 no 3 bed detached dwellings with integral garages at land to the rear of 136 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 134, 134a St Neots Road, 1, 2 ,3 ,4 ,5, 6 Rowan Court, 26 & 30 Midland Road, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P

26.6.06
	

	20.6.06

55/06


	06/00977/FULL

Mr S Sykes

c/o Nicholas Tye Architects

The Long Barn Studio

Limbersey Lane

Maulden

MK45 2EA
	Full application for the change of use from residential to B1 office use at 10 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11 St Neots Road, 5,6,7 Greens Close, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

26.6.06
	

	20.6.06

56/06
	06/00849/FULL

Mr N Hayes

Sandy Post Office

13 Market Square

Sandy

SG19 1HU


	Full application for the installation of galvanised motorised perforated roller shuttering to front and side glazed elevations to 13 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 15 Market Square, Sandy notified


	
	F & G P

26.6.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	21.6.06

57/06


	06/00934/FULL

J Burgess & Co

Burgess Buildings

Wratten Row East

Hitchin

Herts
	Full application for the revised house types to plots 1, 2, 14 & 15 (revised scheme to that previously approved under reference: 04/00976/RM dated 8.9.04) at land to the rear of the Conservative Club, Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

26.6.06
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.06.2006
5 .  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works







2006/2007



(1) Capital Expenditure

(a) Replace Rainbow Tube Slide at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered: 2nd May 2006. We have been advised that it is not possible to source a replacement “tube” slide and that the item will be replaced by a normal slide at a reduced cost.  The work is due for completion in the week beginning 26th June.

(b) Installation of railings at Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

Following comments made at the last meeting of this Committee the Deputy Clerk and DSO Foreman inspected the areas in question in some detail.  The majority of the old chain link fence together with its posts had been removed by the contractors.  Those pieces of fence left are firmly embedded in the hedge and would have been extremely difficult to remove without greatly damaging the hedge.  In time the growth of the hedge will obliterate these traces of chain link.

As to the remaining piece of chain link fence this was again inspected thoroughly, but no evidence of dilapidation was found and in fact the fence can barely be seen because the hedge has grown up around it.

(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

Purchase of 2 No Cut and Strim Hand Mowers
It has now been possible to inspect a cut and strim mower in the Cemetery.  It appears that this machine is not height adjustable and the level of cut obtainable will not suffice for the Cemetery.  Unless the representative can source a machine with an adjustable cut normal mowers will now be purchased.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.06.2006
6.  Flag Flying – Council Offices
When the flag pole was erected at these Offices, Cllrs Pettitt and McMurdo volunteered to fly the flag on the appropriate days.  At that time there were in fact 15 days on which either the Union Flag or the St George’s Flag should, according to the Government issued list, be flown.  This soon became a burden to those who had kindly volunteered and in a building with a caretaker/janitor responsibility would have passed down to that person.  The new list of flag flying days issued by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport stipulates the following as days on which the flag should be flown from
8.00 a.m. to sunset:

20th January

Birthday of the Countess of Wessex


Union Flag

9th February

Her Majesty’s Accession



Union Flag

19th February

Birthday of the Duke of York



Union Flag

1st March

St David’s Day




Union Flag in England

10th March

Birthday of Earl of Wessex



Union Flag

13th March (or 2nd Monday in March)  
Commonwealth Day

Union Flag

21st April

Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen


Union Flag
23rd April

St George’s Day




St George’s Flag

9th May

Europe Day





Union Flag

2nd June

Coronation Day




Union Flag

10th June

Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh


Union Flag

17th June

Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s Birthday
Union Flag

17th July

Birthday of the Duchess of Cornwall


Union Flag

15th August

Birthday of the Princess Royal


Union Flag

12th November (or Second Sunday)
Remembrance Day


Union Flag

14th November

Birthday of the Prince of Wales


Union Flag

20th November

Her Majesty’s Wedding Day



Union Flag

30th November

St Andrew’s Day




Union Flag in England

Members will have counted for themselves that this represents 18 days on which, under the current arrangements, either Cllr Pettitt or Cllr McMurdo would be required to attend the offices in the morning to hoist the flag and the evening to remove it.

Cllr Pettitt is of the opinion that this task has now become too onerous for volunteers and that the list has to be reviewed or shortened or that other arrangements for flag flying have to be made.  He has therefore requested that Committee review this matter.
Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to any further action that is to be taken in respect of this matter.
T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

21st June 2006

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.06.2006
7.  Mission Statement, Corporate Objectives and Five Year Plan

Although it may have appeared that little progress was being made with this matter, considerable drafting and dialogue has in fact been ongoing between the Clerk and the Chairman of the Staffing Committee.
What is attached is the agreed final draft document in respect of a Mission Statement and the Corporate Objectives.  However, with regard to the five year plan it has to be said that there has been no agreement in respect of the layout or the format although the items listed are those items which have to be pursued over the next period, some of them over a much shorter times scale, e.g. pavilion, new cemetery and allotments.
As agreement was not possible what is before Members is the Chairman’s own “plan” together with an explanation as to his preferred options etc.

If any of these documents are acceptable to Members they will need to go before full Council for final approval and adoption.
Supporting or supplementary

- (a) Final agreed draft of Mission Statement and

information attached


   Corporate Objectives






   (b) Chairman’s Report re: Five Year Plan
Action required
- Members are requested to advise as to any further action that is to be taken in respect of any of these documents.
T.N.Stewart
Clerk to the Council

21st June 2006

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.06.06


8.  Banking Arrangements of Sandy Town Council 

The Town Council conducts it banking arrangements through two banks at the moment – Barclays Bank in Sandy and the Bank of Ireland, based in Kingston, London.
The current or revenue account is held at Barclays Bank in an account which does not attract charges, an important consideration when many banks would charge the Town Council as if it were a business.  In addition the Council holds the annual precept sum in an interest bearing account at Barclays.  Automatic transfers are carried out between this account and the revenue account when the revenue account falls below a certain threshold.  This means that the Council earns interest on the major part of its liquid funds while ensuring that there is no possibility of the revenue account becoming overdrawn.  The precept account attracts a sliding scale interest rate which throughout 2005/2006 varied between 1.050% and 1.150%.

In addition to these funds the Town Council holds sums of money in three other accounts at the Bank of Ireland, these are the Capital Account, the Repairs and Renewals Account and the recently opened Reserve Account.  These attract the highest rates of interest available to the Council whilst still allowing it ready access to its money, currently it is paying 4.00%.  There are no other comparable accounts – other banks would insist on a minimum term of investment in order to give a similar rate of interest, instant repayment would not be possible.  The use of the Bank of Ireland for such accounts was recommended by N.A.L.C.
As Members are no doubt aware, some avenues of investment are closed to them, notably any with an element of risk attached, such as investing in the stock market or offshore accounts and it would certainly be unwise to risk public funds on any venture with risk.  In fact current legislation forbids this.
Whilst it may be possible to find a long term investment at a higher rate than the Bank of Ireland Accounts this would mean tying up the funds for long periods.  Members may feel that with the current ongoing projects, i.e. the new pavilion and the possible extension to the Council Offices it might be wise to leave the current arrangements in place.  A further review would then be scheduled to take place in twelve months time.
Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to the Council’s Banking arrangements for 2006/2007
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

21st June 2006
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.06.06
9.  Financial Regulations of the Council

Members will recall that the Financial Regulations of the Council were adopted at its meeting on 20th June 2005.  At that time it was decided that there should be an Annual review of the sums of money ascribed to certain actions of the Council.  The relevant paragraphs are as follows
15.  The Clerk in consultation with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor may incur expenditure on behalf of the Council which is necessary to carry out any repair replacement or other work which is of such extreme urgency that it must be done at once, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £500.  The Clerk shall report the action to the Council as soon as practicable thereafter.
33(a)  The RFO shall maintain a petty cash float of £200 for the purpose of defraying operational and other expenses. Vouchers for payments made from petty cash shall be kept to substantiate the payment. 
55(v)  For additional audit work of the External Auditor up to an estimated value of £500 (in excess of this sum the Clerk shall act after consultation with the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor).

56(i)  Council shall maintain an approved list of tenderers for any Contracts exceeding £10,000 in value and tenders for such works shall be invited from the said list.

56(ii)  Contracts for works under £10,000 shall be placed on the basis of the lowest tender/quotation received unless by other specific direction of the Council.

Wherever possible a minimum of three tenders or quotations shall be obtained for the consideration of the Council.
56(iv)  The placement of orders for normal routine or maintenance works incurred in the daily running of the Council up to the value of £250 shall be delegated to and controlled by the RFO.


60  If less than three tenders are received for contracts above £10,000 or if all the tenders are identical the Council may make such arrangements as it thinks fit for procuring the goods or materials or executing the works.
70  No property shall be sold, leased or otherwise disposed of without the authority of the Council, together with any other consents required by law, save where the estimated value of any one item of tangible movable property does not exceed £100. 


Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to whether any of these amounts should be changed at this time.
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

21st June 2006

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 26.06.06


10.  Sunderland Road Recreation Ground
Committee had requested that Turftrax be contacted for a complete specification for the annual maintenance work that would be required on the Sunderland Road playing fields after remedial work to the drainage has been carried out. After repeated attempts it has finally been possible to contact a representative of Turftrax who has said that they would be willing to produce such a maintenance schedule.  The cost of producing this report has been quoted at a figure of £500.00.
Since receiving this quotation a Member of the Council has provided a copy of a schedule of ideal maintenance laid out by the Institute of Groundsmanship but it is thought that parts of this may not be practical for pitches which form part of public areas e.g. regular watering, top dressing annually throughout etc.  If the drainage project goes ahead the Town Council will need to consider in detail the costs, resource implications etc of maintenance to either of these schedules.

Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to further action to be taken at this stage.

S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

21st June 2006
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