 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 10th March 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.












S M Foster
3rd March 2008








Town Clerk
AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    (7.35pm)










(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(See list attached)


4.  Minutes







 
To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th January 2008 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 25th February 2008. 

5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 

(See list attached)

6. Annual Report/Newsletter Distribution



To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)

7. Youth Council

To receive and consider the minutes of the Youth Council Working Group meeting held on 25th February 2008.  (Copy attached)
8. To consider a report from the Deputy Mayor regarding the retail outlets in the Town Centre.
   (Report attached)

9. To receive and consider the Minutes of The Riddy held on 5th March 2008.


(Minutes to follow)

*10. Outstanding Debt – advertising in Sandy Town Council Newsletter 
No: 13

To receive and consider Clerk’s report.  (Copy attached)

11. Press release.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	22.2.08

29/08


	08/00264/FULL

Mr R Herdman & Ms D Richardson

6 Cedar Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1EY
	Application for change of use from residential to mixed use residential and limousine hire at 6 Cedar Gardens, Sandy, Beds
Near neighbours 5, 7 Cedar Gardens, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P

10.3.08
	

	25.2.08

30/08


	08/00273/LDCP

Mr S Blissett & Miss L Ryder

7 Crow Hill

Sandy

SG19 2RZ
	Application for Certificate of Lawful Development of conversion of loft space including 3 rooflights to rear at 7 Crow Hill, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 & 6 Crow Hill, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

10.3.08
	

	25.2.08

31/08


	08/00190/FULL

BAR Estates Ltd

Nickron House

Bury Lane

Rickmansworth

WD3 1DN
	Full application for the development of 2no 2 bed flats above existing ground floor of premises at 1 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 High Street and The Lord Roberts, Market Square, Sandy notified


	
	F & G P

10.3.08
	

	25.2.08

32/08


	08/00283/FULL

Mr & Mrs Owen

3 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH
	Full application for the erection of a rear conservatory at 3 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 and 4 Brickhill Road, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

10.3.08
	

	3.3.08

33/08


	08/00282/FULL

Mr A Cave

4 Pleasant Place

Sandy

SG19 1HX
	Full application for the erection of a loft conversion with rear dormers at 4 Pleasant Place, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 & 10 Pleasant Place notified
	
	F & G P

10.3.08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 10.03.08
5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works







2007/2008

(1) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested – permissions have now been granted for the work to commence.


S M Foster

Town Clerk

3.3.08
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 10.03.08
6. Annual Report/Newsletter Distribution
The Annual Report/Newsletter is distributed each year by Council Members to all households and businesses in Sandy and Beeston.  It contains the notice and agenda for the Annual Town Meeting held each year in April.  This year it is to be held on Monday 28th April 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Theatre Hall at Sandy Upper School.
In order to allow time for resolutions to the meeting and nominations for the Mayor’s Award the booklet need to be distributed by Sunday 13th April. They will be available to Members in the week beginning 25th March (Tuesday because of Easter) leaving three clear weekends for delivery.

The distribution list has been re-worked to make them as equitable as possible and the draft of the list is attached for comment. 
S M Foster
Town Clerk

3.3.08

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 10.03.08
8. To consider a report from the Deputy Mayor regarding the retail outlets in the Town Centre.

Survey of  retail outlets and services in Sandy town centre.

23rd February 2008.

The attached sheet shows the premises trading to the public between the Roundabout and the Railway Station as at 23rd February 2008. The survey was conducted on a Saturday in the middle of the afternoon. The town was quiet, not many people around, and quite a few of the shops were not open for business. Five of the premises were closed down although the restaurant at 7, St Neots Road is due to reopen in March and 1, The High Street is to reopen as a betting shop, presumably with the closure of existing premises in Park Road. Several of the shops looked shabby and did not convey the impression that they were thriving or prosperous.

The makeup by type of business was as follows:

Catering



11 


Takeaways
4


Cafes

4


Restaurants
3

Hairdressers



8

Licensed Premises


7 


Public Houses
4


Off sales

3


Closed




5

Estate Agents



4

Groceries etc



3 


Mini marts
2


Supermarkets
1

Gifts, cards etc


3

Newspapers



3

Banks




2

Beauty Parlours


2

Bookmakers



2

Charity shops



2

Dentists



2

Dry Cleaners



2

Florists



2

Insurance Brokers


2

Jewellery



2

Ladies’ Fashions


2

Undertakers



2

Veterinarians



2

Sandy also has in the core area an Accountant, a Baker, a Butcher, a Carpet shop, a Clockmaker, a Coin dealer, a Computer shop, a Craft shop, a Cycle shop, a Hardware shop, a Nursery, an Optician, a Pet Supplies shop, a Post Office, a Pharmacy (in 2 shops), a Printer, a Solicitor. There are 3 Medical Practices in or close to the core area.

Conclusion

Members will draw their own conclusions from the above. These are my observations.

· Sandy is very well supplied with caterers, hairdressers, licensed premises and estate agents.

· We have basic provision for medical, dental, optical, professional and veterinary needs.

· Fortunately we still have a post office.

· We have some useful businesses which other small towns might lack, e.g. a cycle shop and a computer shop.

· There is only one supermarket and its only effective competition is in Biggleswade.

· There are gaps and an imbalance in retail provision. There is no menswear shop, no children’s shop, no inexpensive clothes shop, no sports shop, no bookshop, no building society, no shoe shop, no travel agent, no music and video shop, no phone shop, no electrical goods shop. Members may be able to think of many more examples.

· Only part of the gap in provision may be met by the Friday market.

· Some of the shops are in a shabby condition inconsistent with the image of a growing and thriving town.

· There are too many empty shops in Sandy.

It is clear that many Sandy residents leave the town to do their shopping, (especially on Saturdays,) travelling to Biggleswade, Bedford, St Neots or even further afield. The reasons for this may include the unavailability, or limited choice, or higher prices of certain goods and services in Sandy. Older and less mobile people may find shopping out of town a difficult, time-consuming and costly option. It would surely be better for the residents, better for the prosperity of the town and better for the environment if more people felt able to shop in Sandy.

We live in a market economy and businesses open or close according to their ability to make a profit. However, I think we should resolve to consider whether there are any steps we can take as a town council or in conjunction with other agencies to improve the provision of shopping and services in Sandy.
St Neots Road

7    Closed (ex Gaffney’s)
restaurant

12  Medical Centre
doctor

Bedford Road

6   Woodfines

solicitors

     The Roundabout Club
private club

Market Square

19  The Lion Press
printers

      The Library

28  Dental Surgery
dentist

27  Satchells

estate agent

26  J. C. Carpets

carpet shop

25  Lloyds TSB

bank

23  Martins

newsagent

      Budgens

supermarket

      Sears Morgan

accountant

      Royal Mail Sorting Office

17  Kennedy & Co
estate agent

16  China Express
restaurant

16a Health & Safety

15   Raleigh Cycle Centre
cycle shop

13   Spar


post office + mini 


mart + dry cleaner

12a  Sandwich Express
café 

12   Coral

bookmaker

10   Dental Care

dentist

8     Gunns

baker + café 

6     McColls

newsagent + grocer (l)

5     Lloyds

pharmacy

5a   Mini Explorers Ltd
nursery

4a   The Chippy

fish + chips

4     Lloyds

pharmacy

3     Wine Rack

off licence

2     Sue Ryder Care
charity shop

1     Lord Roberts

public house

       Closed (ex Stead & Simpson shoes etc)

21   Allders

opticians

Cambridge Road
1     Grove Insurance
insurance  

2-4  The Queen’s Head
public house

Park Road
?     Ladbrokes

bookmaker

6     Urban Kutz

hairdresser

?     Tocado

hairdresser 

?     Gordon Goodwin
undertaker

8     Sandy Pizza & Kebab
fast food

High Street

2     Barclays Bank
bank

8     Clean Stream

dry cleaner

10   The Barber-ess
hairdresser

12   High Street Crafts
craft shop

14   Four Seasons

ladies clothes

14a The Beauty Spot
beauty parlour

14   Cambridge Coins
coins + jewellery

       Lauren Jackson
hairdresser

16   Bedfordshire Clockmaking clocks etc

18   Sandra’s

hairdresser

26   Kelly’s

tan + nail bar

26   Bellissimo

jewellery + gifts

       Archie & Mabel’s
café 

40   Adelaide Veterinary Group
vet

44   T. D. O’Neil

insurance broker

1     Closed

3     USA Fried Chicken
fast food

5     Stewpots

butcher

7     Lane & Browns
estate agent

9     PJ’s Sandwich Bar
café + caterer

11   Closed

21b Flowers by Jacqui
florist

21   Wood Green Animal Shelter 





charity shop

23   Oliver’s Pet Pantry
pet supplies

25   Scruples

ladies’ clothes

27   Closed (ex Really Useful Shop)

29   Image Micro 

       Components   
computer shop

31   Coutts Surgery
vet

37   The Gandhi

restaurant

39   The Sir William Peel
public house

39a The Town Fryer
fish + chips

47   G & H Seamer
undertaker

49   Trim & Proper
hairdresser etc

53   TopSpot

hairdresser

55   Gilby’s

hardware etc

Shannon Court

1     With Affection
cards + gifts

2     Aragon

housing assn

5     Tourist Information Centre


4     Friends

hairdresser

3     Taylors

estate agent

Belfry Court

3     The Flower Room
florist

2     Balloonz

cards + gifts

1     Body & Soul

beauty parlour

Station Road

1     The Bell

public house

Station

       Café Blue

café + news

S M Foster

Town Clerk

3.3.08
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