SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 18th June 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

11th June 2007







      S M Foster









Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 

3. Mr Basil Jackson, Assistant Director, Highways and Transport to talk about parking problems on residential streets.
4.  Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
5. Casual Vacancies on Sandy Town Council (3 No)

To consider 5 expressions of interest received and to make formal co-option of three new Members to fill the Casual Vacancies on Sandy Town Council. (see application forms attached)
6.  Oral questions from electors
7.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (see list attached)
8.  Mayoral communications    (see list attached)
9.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ *  (a)  Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 14th May 2007.
+   (b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 21st  May 2007.

 +  (c)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 4th June 2007.  

+ (d) Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 11th June 2007 

+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

10.  Reports from representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
11.  Clerk’s report
To receive the Clerk’s Report.  (copy attached)

12. Local Development Framework: Technical Papers

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (copy attached)

13.  Fallowfield Open Space
To receive and consider the Clerk’s report. (copy attached)
14.  Oral questions from electors
On matters raised during this meeting.

15.  Press release
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	4.6.07

52/07


	07/00839/FULL

Mr & Mrs Stanbridge

Hawkesbury

Sand Lane

SANDY

SG19 2DB
	Full application for the erection of a front porch variation to planning permission 05/01792/FULL dated 21/12/05 (retrospective) at Hawkesbury, Sand Lane, Sandy, Beds.
	
	Town Council

18.6.07
	

	11.6.07

53/07


	07/00905/FULL

Mr M McInerney

8 Bedford Road

SANDY

Beds

SG19 1EL
	Full application for alterations and extensions to residential care home at 8 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 6 & 10 Bedford Road, Flats 1-4, 9 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	
	Town Council

18.6.07
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8.  Mayoral Communications
17.5.07
Attended the Huntingdon Town Council’s Mayor

Making Ceremony in the Commemoration Hall.
21.5.07
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Dunstable

Town Council’s Mayor-Making Ceremony, Reception 

And Concert by (the Dunstable Town Band) in the Grove Theatre.


22.5.07
Attended the Annual General Meeting of Sandy Sports

& Leisure Association at Sandy Upper School.
25.5.07 Together with the Mayoress, undertook the Grand 

Opening of the New Play Area for Sandy Pre-School 

Group at Sandye Place School.


30.5.07
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Mayorial

Investiture for Luton Borough Council.

31.5.07 Chaired an informal meeting of the Town Council’s 

Committee Chairmen to discuss the staffing structure

for consideration of the Staffing Committee.

2.6.07 Supported by the Mayoress, undertook the official

Opening of a new hairdresser’s shop, “Trim & Proper” at 49 High Street.

2.6.07 Cllr Gale and Mrs Gale attended the Army Benefit Fund’s Reception at Howard’s House, Cardington.

7.6.07 In my absence at a Conference in Switzerland, the 

Mayoress attended a Senior Citizens Party at 

Stonecroft organised by Budgens as part of the

National Community Shopkeepers Week.

9.6.07 With the Mayoress, judged a Children’s Fancy Dress
Competition at Budgens – again as part of the above week.

10.6.07 With the Mayoress, supported the Beeston Open Gardens 



event.

16.6.07 With the Mayoress, Cllr & Mrs Gale judged the Sandy Summer

Festival Procession of Floats and awarded the prizes.

8.  Mayoral Communications (Contd)
17.6.07 Attended, with the Mayoress, the Civic Service for the 

Installation of the Mayor of Peterborough in the Cathedral.

Cllr & Mrs Gale also joined us.

18.6.07
The Mayoress is attending, during our meeting, the Ivel Stroke

Club’s annual Barbecue at Quince Court.  I have been elected

as their President during my term of office.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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11.  Town Clerk’s report

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 30.04.07 and 1.05.07 to 31.05.07
To receive and approve Lists of Receipts and Payments for April and May 2006.
(copies will be on display prior to the meeting)

2.  Notification of Date of Annual External Audit 
Lubbock and Fine have advised that the date of the external Audit of the Council’s Accounts is to be Friday 13th July 2007.  The Statutory Notice of Audit has been posted.
(For Information Only)

3.  Final End of Year Accounts 2006/2007
A copy of the Final End of Year Accounts has now been checked and approved by the Internal Auditor these are ready for submission to the External Auditor.  However they have to be approved and adopted by Council prior to submission.  (copy attached)

(For Approval and Adoption please)

4.  Annual Governance Statement
A completed Governance Statement has to accompany the Annual Accounts Return.  (copy of form attached).  This has to be approved by Council and signed on behalf of the Authority by the Mayor.  Audit Committee will review the Council’s Internal Control systems and approve them for ratification by Full Council at its next meeting.
(Members are requested to approve completion and signature of the Certificate of Assurance.)
5. Section 137 payments

The following payments were made under the Section 137 of the  
Local Government Act 1972 during the financial year 2006/2007.  
11. Town Clerk’s report (cont)
These are payments that cannot be made under the authorised powers of the Town Council, but are of benefit to the inhabitants of the Parish.
Donation to Royal British for Poppy wreath



£19.00

Donation to Sandy Upper School for Audrey Boothby award
£25.00

Grant to Mid Beds Link-a-ride




       £250.00
(Council is requested to approve payment of these amounts under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972).

6.  Council representation at NALC Conference at Bournemouth, 5th to 7th October 2007

Council has already agreed that it would wish to be represented at this Conference but nomination of a delegate was deferred pending the elections.  The Town Mayor is able to attend should Members wish.
(Council is requested to nominate its delegate to attend).
7. Attendance at Meetings by District and County Councillors

Until the elections in May 2007 Sandy Town Council was fortunate in that four out of five of the Sandy members of Mid Beds District Council and one of the two Bedfordshire County Council members were also members of the Town Council.  The County Council member representing the Beeston and Fallowfield areas of the parish has attended Council meetings in the past (although not Committee meetings) and has a standing invitation and receives all agenda and minutes.
However, there are now only two District Council members on the Town Council and one County Councillor.  Members may wish to consider whether or not they would like to invite the other District Councillors to attend meetings and under what circumstances.  They could perhaps each be invited in turn to a meeting of Council.  Alternatively members may wish to wait until there is a specific issue before inviting their attendance.  In addition members may wish to invite the County Councillor specifically to meetings where matters of concern to his constituents are being discussed.
(Council is requested to instruct as to its wishes in this matter)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING – 18.6.07
12. Local Development Framework: Technical Papers

The Town Council has received the following draft technical papers from Mid Beds District Council.

Settlement Hierarchy

Retailing and Town Centres (Stage 1)

State of the Environment Report (2006)

Strategic Flood Risk (Stage 1)

Affordable Housing (Stage 1)

These documents will be published to provide the technical background to the Core Strategy and Development Control Policies Development Plan Document.  Mid Beds District Council’s “Preferred Options” for this document will be published for formal comment in August 2007. However, they would welcome any comments on these papers Council might wish to make at this stage by 2nd July 2007.

The technical papers are long documents which Members can access on the Mid Beds website www.midbeds.gov.uk , alternatively there are hard copies in the Town Council Offices.

There are a number of particular issues relevant to Sandy which are raised in the documents that Members may feel that they wish to comment on at this stage:

Settlement Hierarchy
The local planning authority is required to establish a settlement hierarchy.  This will provide a framework for deciding where new development should be allocated.  It will meet the requirement for satisfying development needs in a long term and sustainable way.  
The settlement hierarchy can be defined as a framework for ranking towns and villages in order, depending on population, local facilities and services and accessibility by public transport and private car.

The proposed hierarchy contains more sub-sections than the one presently set out in the Local Plan allowing it to be more accurate.

12. Local Development Framework: Technical Papers (cont)

Under the existing settlement hierarchy Sandy is classified as a Selected Settlement along with 9 other towns in Mid Beds.  Under the proposed changes Sandy would still be ranked in the highest category, a Major Service Centre together with 4 other towns in the District. 
The document suggests that because of the relative lack of facilities enjoyed by the residents of Beeston the village should be re-classified from a ‘small village’ to a ‘settlement considered as part of the countryside’.  This would mean that Beeston would no longer have a defined Settlement Envelope making further development in the village very difficult.

Town Centres and Retailing (Stage 1)
The Stage One report looks at retail issues within the Mid Bedfordshire District. It considers the key retail issues raised by planning guidance and by the emerging East of England Plan and looks at national trends in retailing affecting the UK.  More locally it looks at recent local studies, reviews the Adopted Mid Bedfordshire Local Plan First Review and considers whether any existing retail policies might be retained in the new Local Development Framework.  It also summarises key issues and identifies further work which needs to be undertaken for further preparation of the LDF.

The local study for Sandy is based on the Community Healthcheck carried out in 2002.  Members may feel that some the following statements are now outdated.


· Sandy is another settlement that has seen considerable population growth over the past 10 years.  The Healthcheck indicated that retail variety in the town is considered by residents to be reasonably good, with some independent traders providing ‘landmark’ stores.  Sandy also has a weekly market on Friday of around 20-25 stalls.
· There are three small neighbourhood stores outside of the town centre.  It was felt that the dependence on the town centre for most items could lead to congestion.  Residents expressed a wish for more food choice in Sandy, which would probably be another supermarket, although food retailers were opposed to this idea.  The town also offered a range of takeaway food shops and restaurants, although it was suggested that a more ‘up market’ offer should be provided locally.  Outlets for fashion goods was 

12. Local Development Framework: Technical Papers (cont)

also identified as a ‘gap’ in the provision.  Retail confidence     appears to be good, however retail rents are low.
· the desires expressed by the Healthcheck for a wider and higher quality retail offer in Sandy are commercially sustainable. The redevelopment of Jordans Yard to include some new retail offer indicate a level of commercial potential locally.

State of the Environment Report
This interesting and informative report presents a range of statistical data intended to set a baseline of information, a ‘snapshot’ of various issues that are current in Mid Beds.
The report shows that although Mid Beds as a whole is relatively affluent, Sandy contains the most deprived ward in the area (Pinnacle).  It shows that crime rates are low, although the fear of crime is high. It also says that the area of Sandy just south of the A1 roundabout is being monitored and this may lead to it being designated an Air Quality Management Area.

Strategic Flood Risk (Stage 1)

This report is the first stage of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, which is produced to provide local planning authorities with the best available information on flood risk in their district.
It gives a description of the issues affecting Sandy:

· Sandy lies to the east of the River Ivel.  There is a large band of Zone 3 High Flood Risk and Zone 2 Low to Medium Flood Risk floodplain to the south and east of Sandy.  It follows the valley of the River Ivel and its tributary, Watercourse 88A.  A band of Zone 2 land encompasses a number of residential properties and non residential properties within the west of the town.  Further development in this area would be inadvisable.  Indeed the floods of 2003 placed at threat a number of properties in the area which had not been affected before.
· To the northwest of Sandy an area of Zone 2 and Zone 3 exists to the west of the railway line along the route of the River Ivel.  Further growth here could be problematical as the Environment Agency advise us that this is a complex area in which to accurately model flood issues.
12. Local Development Framework: Technical Papers (cont)

· The capacity of the watercourses to take additional discharges from the sewage works adjacent to the River Flit to the west of the A1 will need to be assessed as part of the Stage Two SFRA.

Affordable Housing (Stage 1)

The purpose of this paper is to consider the issues surrounding the provision of affordable housing in Mid Bedfordshire. While not containing any issues specific to Sandy it looks at the strategic policies being considered for adoption by Mid Beds District Council which will impact on housing developments in the area in the future.
SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-  None

INFORMATION ATTACHED


   

ACTION REQUIRED
-  Council is requested to consider whether it wishes to comment on any of the issues regarding Sandy in

the technical papers above.

S M Foster

Town Clerk

7th June 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
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13.  Fallowfield Open Space
Most Members will be aware that, as part of the conditions when planning consent was granted for the development at Fallowfield, provision had to be made for a formal play area on the estate.  For many years the Town Council has asked that, in addition to children’s play areas, a junior football pitch be provided on the space.  Over recent months there has been considerable opposition to this and a Resident’s Group has been formed.  A meeting between this Group and the Town Council’s Fallowfield Working Group is being arranged.
At its meeting on 26th March 2007 Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee resolved that the Town Council’s position on the provision of facilities on the open space be confirmed. 

Under Standing Order 43 such a decision may not be re-considered within six months without a special resolution.  However, at the meeting of Planning Parks and Spaces Committee on 4th June 2007 there was considerable concern that the position of the Residents’ Group had become well known and entrenched.  Some Members thought that a meeting between the two groups was likely to end in deadlock with little or no room for manoeuvre. The following resolution was passed:

Resolved:That Sandy Town Council should consider its position with regard to the public open space at the Fallowfield estate at its next meeting on 18th June 2007.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-  None
INFORMATION ATTACHED




ACTION REQUIRED



-  Council is requested: 
to consider the resolution above and instruct as to whether its position regarding the Public Open Space at the Fallowfield Estate is to be maintained.
S M Foster
Town Clerk
8th June 2007
4

