Sandy Town Council



To:
All Members of Sandy Town Council
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Sandy Town Council which will be held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on Monday 18 June 2012 to be held at 7.30 pm.  The items of business to be transacted are specified below.








Delia Shephard









Town Clerk 
10 Cambridge Road, Sandy

SG19 1JE

01767 681491
9 June 2012
A G E N D A
	1
	Apologies for absence


	2
	Declaration of interests

To receive declarations of interests from members

(Members of the Council are invited to declare any personal or personal and prejudicial interests they may have in any items on the Agenda for this meeting, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members)

(a) Personal Interests

(b) Prejudicial Interests



	3
	Public Participation 

To receive any questions/statements from members of the public.   


	4
	Minutes of previous meeting

To consider the minutes of meetings of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 14 May 2012 and to approve them as a correct record of proceedings. 


	5
	Minutes of previous committee meetings and recommendations therein
To receive minutes of the following committees and if applicable to approve recommendations therein:
1. Minutes of a meeting of Policy, Finance & Resources Committee held on Monday 28 May 2012 (recommendations to be dealt with at item 8)

2. Minutes of meetings of the Development Scrutiny Committee held on 21 May and 11 June 2012


	6
	Bedford Road Football Pavilion

To consider a request from Sandy Football Club for permission in principle for the refurbishment of the Bedford Road Football Pavilion including reconfiguration of the changing areas, extension of the referees’ room at the rear of the existing building and development of car parking for 12-15 cars on match days only.  


	7
	Request to amend arrangements for Football Tournament at Bedford Road/Sunderland Road

To approve a request from Sandy Colts Football Club for permission to move a football match planned for September 2012 from Sunderland Road to Bedford Road.


	8
	Finance

a) To approve the accounts for payment 
b) To note and respond to the final internal audit report of the financial year 2011/12 
c) To note and approve the accounts for the financial year 2011/12
d) To complete and approve the annual return for the financial year 2011/12 

e) To note and approve insurance arrangements for the council for the year 2012/13


	9
	Annual Report
To review and approve the Sandy Town Council Annual Report for 2011/12



	10
	Correspondence from Central Bedfordshire Council

To note and consider responses to the following items:
1. Draft framework for delivery of services by Town and Parish Councils

2. Consultation on Central Bedfordshire Development Strategy 


	11
	Mayoral and Deputy Mayoral Communications
To note Mayoral engagements and items of information. 



	12
	Clerk’s Report
To receive a presentation from the Clerk on the work of the Council staff during 2011/12.


	13
	Press Release


Reports in support of agenda items Sandy Town Council meeting 18 June 2012

	6
	Bedford Road Football Pavilion

A request has been received from Sandy Football Club for permission in principle for the refurbishment of the Bedford Road Football Pavilion including reconfiguration of the changing areas, extension of the referees’ room at the rear of the existing building and development of car parking for 12-15 cars on match days only. 

The Clerk met with representatives of Sandy Football Club in early May 2012 and discussed the club’s aspiration to improve the Football Pavilion and its wish to apply for a grant from the Football Foundation of up to 70% of the proposed improvements.  Under the terms of the existing lease between STC and SFC the club has an obligation “to put and keep the interior of the Pavilion in good and substantial repair and condition where necessary renewing and replacing the whole or any parts which are beyond repair” as well as to “decorate the inside of the Pavilion”.  The Club is not permitted to “make any alterations to the Premises without the Council’s prior consent in writing and subject to the Club obtaining and complying with all necessary consents of any competent authority and paying all charges of any such authority in respect of such consents”.   Also the Club cannot apply for planning permission without the Council’s written consent in advance.  Club officials are well aware of these requirements and are keen to work with the Council to secure the necessary permission for improvements which they believe will benefit the Club and the community.  A copy of the letter summarizing the Club’s position is attached.

There are a number of issues for the Council to consider:

1. Permission for refurbishment – the Council has considered and accepted on previous occasions that the condition of the Pavilion at Bedford Road is unsatisfactory and that improvements are necessary.  The changes proposed would improve the internal condition of the building and the proposed extension could also improve the external appearance of the facility.  The provision of vanity screens is important both for users of the Pavilion and of the play area and recreation ground. 
The lease itself runs to 2036 with the option for the Club to renew for up to 10 years.  The Club may give written notice to terminate the lease at any time but not the Council.  If for some reason the Council did not give permission for the proposed  improvements it would be very difficult for the Club to comply with its obligations under the lease as well as leaving the Council itself with an unimproved building which it was committed to maintain until at least 2036.

2. Cost of Refurbishment – the Club does not possess sufficient resources to fund the proposed refurbishment itself.  If its funding application to the Football Foundation is successful then it will still need to secure a minimum of 30% of the project cost.  It is not yet clear how this shortfall is to be funded although it is anticipated that the Club may seek help from the Town Council.  No funds were included in the Town Council’s budget for 2012/13 for this project.  The estimated costs of the project are also unclear at this stage.  Council may wish to consider giving permission in principle subject to the Club’s ability to secure sufficient funding.  
3. Parking and impact on recreation ground – In recent months the problem of parking near the Bedford Road Recreation ground has caused concern to neighbours of the site.  Parking issues have been discussed with the club officials who do not believe that the proposed improvements to the Football Pavilion would result in any increased demand for parking.  However, members will note that the proposals also include the suggestion that provision of some temporary parking inside the recreation ground could be considered.  (This would be inside the railings, a hard surface would not be provided but surface matting through which grass would be grown could be laid down in a triangular area close to Bedford Road to provide some spaces on match days only.)   If the Club succeeds in its goal of attracting more players because of refurbished premises there may be some increased usage of the Bedford Road pitch but only as provided for within the lease. It is not expected that the alternations would have any adverse impact on use of the other play/recreational facilities.

4. Public Conveniences – the Town Council may wish to consider the future of the public conveniences at the same time as refurbishment of the football pavilion.  It would make sense for any work to be completed at the same time as part of the same project although again no provision has been made in the budget for 2012/13.  This is a separate matter but one which the Town Council should consider alongside any development plans for the site.



	7
	Request to amend arrangements for Football Tournament at Bedford Road/Sunderland Road

STC has previously given Sandy Colts FC permission to use Sunderland Road over the weekend of 1st & 2nd September for their annual tournament.
 

In fact it had been thought that the whole tournament could be managed in one day on the Saturday but then the Club discovered that an additional group, the U16 Girls, would need to play and a second day would be needed after all.  It is not practical for the Club to leave everything on Sunderland Road overnight for just one age group, also many of the U16 girls work on Sundays because they usually play football on Saturday.  Ladies football is traditionally played on Sundays in Bedfordshire.  So the Club’s preferred solution is to host the U16 girls match on Saturday at Sunderland Road and switch all the Ladies team matches to Bedford Road on the Sunday. It would be very low key, no tents or tea/sweet stalls just the one football pitch with 5 teams playing 10 X 20 minute matches from approximately 11.00 am to 3.30 pm.  Sandy FC is comfortable with the idea and will open their pavilion for drinks if Council agrees.  

The effect for the Council is that instead of a two day tournament at Sunderland Road there will be two one day tournaments, the larger at Sunderland Road on Saturday 1 September  and the smaller at Bedford Road on Sunday 2 September.
 

The Club expects the same conditions regarding putting out cones on the north side of Bedford Road to be put in place as for the Saturday 23rd June and Sunday 15th July events. 
Council is asked to approve this change to arrangements.



	8
	Finance

f) List of accounts for payment is attached
g) The final internal audit report of the financial year 2011/12 is attached.
h) The accounts for the financial year 2011/12 are attached.  (These have been amended from the version shown to Policy Finance and Resources Committee on 28 May 2012 to correct two double entries which resulted).
i) The annual return for the financial year 2011/12 is attached with part 4 now completed.  

j) Insurance arrangements – the council’s combined commercial insurance policy is due for renewal on 30 June 2012.  The Clerk has met with the Council’s broker (WPS) to review the Council’s insurance needs and a schedule with premium details and proposed amendments to cover will be available by the date of the meeting.  It is anticipated that the Council’s insurance premium will increase by as much as 20%.  The chief reason for this is the claims experience of the council over the last 12 months.  At the time of writing a reserve of £317,025 has been placed on the account by Aviva in order to meet anticipated outstanding claims.  The bulk of this sum relates to one claim (as yet unsettled) under the council’s public liability cover which concerns an injury incurred on play equipment at Bedford Road.  In total there have been 7 claims in the last 5 years, 4 during 2011.  Therefore the premium for liability cover is likely to increase for the next year.  By the next renewal date (June 2013) the large outstanding claim should be settled and the council’s brokers will go to market to secure full comparative quotations for combined cover for the council.  Meanwhile their advice is that it would be difficult to move to a different provider with the on-going claim and most unlikely to yield any savings.

Members are asked to approve the arrangements to be detailed at the meeting.


	9
	Annual Report

A draft form of Sandy Town Council Annual Report for 2011/12 has been prepared for approval.  It is planned to provide a black and white version and a longer version with pictures.  

Members are asked to approve the content/suggest any amendments to the Clerk so that the document can be published by 30 June 2012.


	10
	Correspondence from Central Bedfordshire Council

3. Draft framework document for delivery of services by Town and Parish Councils Under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 and the Open Public Services White Paper there is a policy drive to shift delivery of services to the “most appropriate” tier of government, third sector or other community bodies.  Central Bedfordshire Council has produced a draft framework to assist town and parish councils which may be considering more direct involvement in the provision of services.  The report identifies four levels of involvement:  influencing, joint delivery, delegated delivery and transfer of service.  (Several services are not being considered for transfer eg refuse collection, parking enforcement; taxi licensing and these are identified in the document.) The draft framework is likely to be reviewed in the autumn of 2012 when government guidance on the right to challenge is likely to be issued.  Town and parish councils may provide comment on the document though there is no formal closing date for consultation.  The document can be accessed at 
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

by typing the document name into the search box.  Alternatively the Clerk will supply a hard copy on request.   The document will be most useful should Sandy Town Council identify any service delivery area that it wishes to influence more effectively than at the present.
4. Consultation on Central Bedfordshire Development Strategy

On 11th June 2012 Central Bedfordshire Council will begin consultation on its new Development Strategy (until 24 July 2012). This plan will cover the entire district and will set out how much development such as housing, employment and retail is required and, broadly, where that development should go.    It is most important that Town and Parish Councils participate in the consultation and influence this strategy as it will have considerable impact on future development in the area.  At the time of writing details of the consultation are not yet on line but it is important that Sandy TC allows time at a council meeting before 26 July to agree any response.
Members are asked to consider arrangements for responding to the consultation.



	
	


11  Mayoral Communications

15.5.12
Visited the ATC and 1st Sandy Scout group to present 



Award certificates for supporting the Mayor in 2011/12.

18.5.12
Attended St Swithun’s School morning assembly and 

tour of the classrooms.

27.5.12
Attended with Mr Sutton the Lord-Lieutenant of

Bedfordshire’s Service of Thanksgiving/Rededication for 

Voluntary Organisations at St Paul’s Church, Bedford.

29.5.12
Attended St Swithun’s School Jubilee Church Service at

St Swithun’s Church, Sandy.

30.5.12
Attended the Sandy and District Allotment Association 



AGM.
31.5.12
Attended the Methodist Fellowship meeting to give a talk.

31.5.12
Attended a Diamond Jubilee Community Service Award

Ceremony at Beeston.  Award was given to Poppy Cope.


3.6.12
Attended St Swithun’s Church Service and indoor garden

party at St Swithun’s Church, Sandy. 

4.6.12
Attended the Big Jubilee Lunch at Sandy Upper School 



organised by the Diamond Jubilee Volunteer Task Force.

The Fred Simms Cup was presented to Sandy Upper 

School at this event.



In the evening accompanied by Mr Sutton, Councillors



and the general public, attended and performed the 



lighting of the Diamond Jubilee Beacon on The Pinnacle, 



Sandy.

9.6.12
With Mr Sutton attended the Lord-Lieutenant of

Bedfordshire’s Ceremony of Beating the Retreat at Picts

Hill House, Turvey.

10.6.12
Accompanied by Mr Sutton attended the Mayor of



St Ives Civic parade & Service at All Saints’ Parish Church,

St Ives.  

10.6.12
Accompanied by Mr Sutton attended the Royal British 



Legion garden party at the Queens Head.

10.6.12
Accompanied by Mr Sutton attended the Open Gardens at



Beeston.

12.6.12
Accompanied by Mr Sutton attended the 1st Sandy Scout 



Group AGM.

16.6.12
Attended Sandy Carnival to judge floats and take part in



the parade.

17.6.12
Attended the Mayor of Flitwick’s Youth Hub Brick Appeal 



event at Flitwick Manor Hotel.

Deputy Mayor

23.5.12
 Attended the Mayor of Luton’s Mayor Making Ceremony 



accompanied by Mrs Osborne at Luton Town Hall.

12.6.12
Attended the AGM of the 1st Sandy Scout Group. 
 

List of Correspondence from Mayor

Sandy Art Group: letter to thank for donation to Mayors charity.

Miss Hayley Ives, resident of Sandy: congratulations for being chosen to referee at the paralympic games

Miss Jemma Eastwood, Sandy Upper School: congratulations for years 10 and 11 boys winning recent athletic event.
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